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In compliance with Rules 1 .97 and 1.98, and in fulfillment of the duty of disclosure under 
Rule 1.56, it is respectfully requested that the references listed on the accompanying enclosed 
Form PTO-1449 be made of record and considered with respect to the above-referenced U.S. 
patent application. A copy of each reference is enclosed. 

An explanation of the relevance of these references is that they were cited in the 
International Search Report or Background of corresponding International Application No. 
PCT/EP03/03303. An English language version of the foreign search report is attached for the 
Examiner's information. 



This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first 
office action on the merits. No statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee is required. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention over 
any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not be prior 
art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly 
offered. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
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